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The need to interpret data accurately looms large in todayõs world. By modeling ways to gather, repre-
sent, and interpret data, teachers can make young children feel more comfortable in this arena; children 
can then do these activities independently. Categorical Data Collection  appears in the òDecemberó 
chapter of Nancy Littonõs new book, Second-Grade Math: A Month-to-Month Guide (Math Solu-
tions Publications, 2003). Second-Grade Math is part of a three-book series that also includes First-
Grade and Third-Grade Math.

Young children are especially interested in data about themselves. So begin by creating some 
simple class charts on which students record personal information. For example, you could ask 
students to choose their favorite season, or you might document something about eye color in 
your class. (See Figure 1.)

When you create a graphic display for students to þ ll in, youõre modeling one of many ways to 
collect and display data. For instance, you could include pictographs. (See Figure 2.)
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Figure 1. Students placed an X on the graph to show if their eyes were 
brown, blue, green, or hazel.




