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Quick-Reference Lists: Learning  
Opportunities by Type
(Circle Time, Small Group Time, and Choice Time)

These lists categorize the learning opportunities offered in this resource by type as another  
user-friendly way to access them throughout the book.  

Chapter 2: Collecting, Sorting,  
and Classifying

Activity Page #

Hannah’s Collections 15 

The Puddle Pail 15

Would You Rather . . . 17 

The Secret Club Game 18 

We Are All Alike . . . We Are All 
Different 

20 

The Lost Button 20

Carlo Likes Counting 37

Chapter 3: Patterning

Repeating Patterns: Candy  
Canes Cube

41

Growing Patterns: The Very  
Hungry Caterpillar

42

Shrinking Patterns: Five Little  
Speckled Frogs

43

Clothes Patterns 44 

People Patterns 45 

Showcasing Children’s Patterns 48

Chapter 6: Using Counting Books, 
Rhymes, and Songs

Using Counting Books 97

Using Counting Rhymes and Songs 101

The Counting Song: Video Clip 6.1 102

The “Me” Rhyme 103

Chapter 7: Using Visual Tools  
from Bead Boards to Surveys

Dots: What Do You See? 111

Ways We Can Show Five 115

Counting Beads on the Bead Board:  
Video Clip 7.1

116

Estimate Jar 118

How Many Days Until My Day? 122

Circle Time
Circle Time indicates an activity for large groups of children. Use a Circle Time activity when you 
want children to share their thinking about interesting mathematical ideas and problems with the 
entire group. Circle Time typically encompasses literature-based opportunities (activities marked 
with a Literature Connections icon). For more about Circle Time, see page xxv. 
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Chapter 8: Using Comparisons and 
Measurement to Build Number Sense

More, Fewer, Less 145

Three Bears Sort and Compare 145

How Many Are Not Here Today? 148

How Many Are Not Here Today?:  
Video Clip 8.1

149

How Many Are Here Today? 153

How Many Are Here Today?:  
Video Clip 8.2

154

How Many Are in Our Class? 154

Attendance Data Represented by  
Cube Sticks

156

Attendance Data Represented by 
Rekenreks

159

How Long Is Your Name? 160

The Letters in My Name 163

Do You Have an A in Your Name?:  
Video Clip 8.3

165

What Is the Weather Like Today? 168

Do You Like Green Eggs and Ham? 169

How Many People Live in Your Home? 173

Which Juice Do You Prefer? 173

Which Apple Color Do You Like Best? 174

Which Cracker Shape Do You  
Like Best?

175

Chapter 9: Using Geometry and Spatial 
Skills to Build Number Sense

Rosie’s Walk 200

Using Total Physical Response (TPR) 201

Simon Says Shapes! 204

The Shape of Things 205

Sorting with Felt Shapes 206

Sorting with Geoboards 213

Cubes, Cones, Cylinders, and Spheres 216

Valentine Boxes 216

Louise Builds a House 251

Chapter 10: Using Foundational  
Projects to Build Number Sense

Extension: Who Sank the Boat? 275 

Extension: What Magnets Can Do 278

Continued
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Quick-Reference Lists

Make Your Own Board Game 130

Snack Preparation and Counting 132

Counting Snack Cups and Snacks: 
Video Clip 7.2

133

Chapter 8: Using Comparisons and 
Measurement to Build Number Sense

Name Comparison Books 166

How Many Pockets Do You  
Have Today?

172

How Tall Are We? 178

How Many in a Handful? 180

Which Cup Holds More? 184

Which Measurement Tool? 187

Five-Tower Game 192

My Own Book: Numbers in My World 193

Chapter 9: Using Geometry and Spatial 
Skills to Build Number Sense

Exploring Shapes Using a Light Table 209

Exploring Shapes Using a Light Table:  
Video Clip 9.1

211

Finding Congruent Shapes 219

Where Is It? 220

Is There a Shorter Route? 221

Not a Box 222

Rectangle Puzzles 223

Flag Puzzles 223

Chapter 2: Collecting, Sorting,  
and Classifying

The Sorting Game, Part 1 20

The Sorting Game, Part 2 21

Sorting Various Colored Buttons: 
Video Clip 2.1 

21

Sorting White Buttons: 
Video Clip 2.2

23

Sorting Nuts and Bolts: 
Video Clip 2.3

26

Sorting Our Names 28

Chapter 3: Patterning

Repeating Patterns:  
Candy Canes Cubes

41

Create Your Own Patterns 45

Pattern Snacks 51

Chapter 6: Using Counting Books, 
Rhymes, and Songs

Making Class Counting Books 101

One More Elephant Rhyme 104

One Less Cookie . . . 106

Chapter 7: Using Visual Tools from  
Bead Boards to Surveys

How Many Are in the Bag? 125

Matching Picture Cards 126

Small Group Time
In Small Group Time, groups of four to six children move through rotations until eventually all children 
have the opportunity to complete a task or receive specific instruction. The activities are planned and  
either teacher-directed or teacher-supported. For more about Small Group Time, see page xxv.
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Hexagon Puzzles 224

Tangram Puzzles 225

Pattern Block Puzzles 229

Pattern Block Mosiacs 229

Connecting Cube Puzzles 230

Putting Together/Taking Apart 232

Chapter 10: Using Foundational 
Projects to Build Number Sense

What Is Half? 263

Oobleck and Twice as Much 266

Peanut Butter Dough Shapes 267

Shapes and Shadows 270

Puddle Perimeters and the Sun 271

Water to Steam 272

Does It Sink or Float? 273

Does a Magnet Pick It Up? 275

Creating Clay Dinosaurs 278

The Balance Game 279

Continued
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Quick-Reference Lists

Chapter 2: Collecting, Sorting,  
and Classifying

Sorting at the Light Table 29

Sorting in the Studio 29

Chapter 3: Patterning

Repeating Patterns: Candy  
Canes Cubes

41

Chapter 7: Using Visual Tools  
from Bead Boards to Surveys

Using Estimate Jars in Choice Time 122

Commercial Board Games 128

Surveys 135

Taking Surveys: Video Clip 7.3 138

Chapter 8: Using Comparisons and 
Measurement to Build Number Sense

Comparing and Measuring at the 
Multisensory Table

186

Which Is Heavier? 191

Chapter 9: Using Geometry and Spatial 
Skills to Build Number Sense

Exploring Shapes Using a Light Table 209

Exploring Shapes Using a Light Table: 
Video Clip 9.1

211

Light Table Twister 212

Constructing with Blocks 234

Building with Blocks: Video Clip 9.2 243

Documenting Block Construction 
Projects

248

Girls’ Day in the Block Area 252

Princess Props 252

Constructing with Rods 253

Studio Collages and Assemblages 255

Self-Portraits 257

Chapter 10: Using Foundational 
Projects to Build Number Sense

The Grocery Store 281

The Shoe Store 283

Dramatic Play in the Hospital:  
Video Clip 10.1

285

Choice Time
Choice Time is an opportunity for children to choose where they want to work. During choice time children 
are self-directed. It is important for children to have these learning opportunities, in which they can truly 
make a personal choice about how they want to spend their time. For more on Choice Time, see page xxv.


