
Classroom Discussions in Math:  
A FACILITATOR’S GUIDE to Support  
Professional Learning of Discourse  
and the Common Core, Grades K–6

Designed for use in settings with multiple participants.

Seventy-five total on included DVD.

Each clip ranges from 1 to 15 minutes in length.

Features footage from grades K, 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

Approximately 5 hours.

240

Includes a CD with 12 lesson plans, a reproducible lesson planning 
template, and more than 20 professional development session handouts in 
a downloadable, printable PDF format. 

Each video clip has corresponding “First Viewing” and “Second 
Viewing” discussion questions in the guide (offered for every professional 
development session).

All lesson plans and video clips are connected to the Common Core; 
includes Common Core tables.

Professional Development Sessions
Offers 20 professional development sessions totaling 30 to 40 hours 
of professional development experiences (each session ranges from 30 
minutes to 3 hours).

Every professional development session refers to a chapter in the Teacher’s 
Guide for continued learning. It is intended that every participant in the 
Facilitator’s Guide professional development sessions have his or her own 
copy of the Teacher’s Guide.

Classroom Discussions in Math:  
A TEACHER’S GUIDE for Using  
Talk Moves to Support the  
Common Core and More,  
Grades K–6, Third Edition 

Designed for individual use.

Forty-six total on included DVD; 10 are entirely new; 10 are different or 
extended versions of similar clips in the Facilitator’s Guide.

Each clip ranges from 1 to 9 minutes in length.

Features footage from all grades, K–6.

Approximately 2.5 hours.

448

Includes 14 reproducible lesson plans (2 for each grade K–6) plus a 
reproducible lesson planning template. Reproducibles are featured in the 
book as well as in a downloadable, printable PDF format.

Each video clip has corresponding discussion questions in the guide; each 
chapter concludes with discussion and reflection questions.

All lesson plans and video clips are connected to the Common Core; 
includes Common Core tables plus highlights of the corresponding 
standards and practices in each chapter.

Try It Out!
Building on the powerful vignettes of the second edition, these 
mathematics problems, questions, and plans are designed so that a 
teacher can immediately take them into the classroom and use them.

Math Talk Tips
The third edition features margin highlights with suggestions and 
strategies for using specific talk moves, tools, and formats, making it an 
even more friendly, quick-access read.

Can be used separately or with the Facilitator’s Guide.
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Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves  
to Support the Common Core and More offers an award-winning,  
unparalleled look at the significant role that classroom discussions can play  
in teaching mathematics and deepening students’ mathematical understanding 

and learning. Based on a four-year research project funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education, this resource is divided into three sections:  

• Section I: Getting Started: Mathematics Learning with Classroom Discussions 
• Section II: The Mathematics: What Do We Talk About?
• Section III: Implementing Classroom Discussions

This multimedia third edition continues to emphasize the talk moves and tools that teachers can 
use to facilitate whole-class discussions that deepen students’ mathematical understanding.

About the AuthorsThe third edition of Classroom Discussions in Math is my go-to resource for helping  
educators; the video clips clearly demonstrate what productive talk looks like during 
math instruction, and the suggestions for reflecting on the lessons are extremely  
valuable. Classroom Discussions in Math has transformed my own teaching, profoundly 
changing how I support English language learners. 
— Rusty Bresser, Lecturer and Supervisor of Teacher Education, University of California, San Diego

Did You Know?
At Math Solutions, we’ve been
transforming math instruction for
almost thirty years. Now the same
strategies and methods we use for
developing student proficiency are
embodied in the Common Core.

Learn More: Visit mathsolutions.com  
or call 800.868.9092.

Related Books
Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s 
Guide to Support Professional Learning of 
Discourse and the Common Core

Number Talks: Helping Children Build 
Mental Math and Computation Strategies, 
Grades K–5

Good Questions for Math Teaching:  
Why Ask Them and What to Ask Series

Related Courses
Teaching Math Through Problem Solving, 
Good Questions, and Communication

Talking to Learn: Communication in the 
Math Class

Nancy Canavan Anderson  has 
taught mathematics to students 
from kindergarten through grade 
eight. She has also worked as an 
instructor for preservice teachers 
and a consultant for Math Solutions. 
She received her doctoral degree 
in mathematics education from 
Boston University.

Suzanne H. Chapin is a professor 
of mathematics education at Boston 
University. She is interested in 
mathematics curricula, the education 
of the gifted, and how to further  
the mathematics achievement of  
economically disadvantaged 
students. Over the past twenty-five 
years, Chapin has directed many 
projects and written many books  
in these areas. 

Catherine O’Connor is a professor 
in linguistics and education at 
Boston University. She works with 
teachers and researchers to study 
language use in classrooms.

New to This Edition
•  46 video clips from every grade, kindergarten through sixth, show students and teachers engaged in successful classroom 

discussions. Some video clips are new to Classroom Discussions in Math; others are all-time favorites selected from Classroom 
Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support Professional Learning of Discourse and the Common Core (see below).

• support for teaching with the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics

•  Try This Lesson sections offer specific mathematics problems, questions, and more than twenty lesson plans ready for  
immediate use in the classroom (lessons can be downloaded from mathsolutions.com/classroomdiscussionreproducible)

• Math Talk Tips highlight strategies for using specific talk moves, tools, and formats to develop students’ mathematical learning

         The DVD
The accompanying DVD organizes forty-six video clips by chapter and by grade level for viewing convenience. The clips range  
from one to nine minutes in length with a total viewing time of approximately two hours and twenty-six minutes. 

See Also . . .
The two main components of Classroom Discussions in Math—a teacher’s guide and a facilitator’s guide—ideally  
are used together to maximize understanding and facilitation of best talk practices in mathematics learning.
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C lassroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support Professional Learning of Discourse and the Common Core provides preservice and inservice 
instructors, coaches, and facilitators with real, classroom-based video examples that illustrate the principles and practices covered in the authors’ best-selling book,  

Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common 
Core and More, Grades K–6, Third Edition. Ideally, the three components— facilitator’s guide, 
DVDs, and teacher’s guide—are used together. The video examples demonstrate how the talk 
tools described in the book can be used successfully in typical classrooms. This multimedia professional learning resource offers• 75 video clips, totaling five hours of video filmed in actual grades K–6 classrooms;
• 20 sessions, totaling thirty to forty hours of professional development experiences;
• 12 lesson plans aligned to Common Core State Standards; and• more than twenty ready-to-use reproducible handouts.

About the Authors

In my view, the third edition of Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using 
Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More (Chapin, O’Connor, and Anderson 
2013) is the single best book available for learning about and implementing academically  
productive talk in the classroom. And now, with the companion facilitator’s guide, DVDs, 
and CD package—Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support  
Professional Learning of Discourse and the Common Core—there is nothing comparable.— Sarah Michaels, professor of education and senior research scholar at the  Jacob Hiatt Center for Urban Education, Clark University, Worcester, MA

Did You Know?
At Math Solutions, we’ve beentransforming math instruction foralmost thirty years. Now the samestrategies and methods we use fordeveloping student proficiency areembodied in the Common Core.

Learn More: Visit mathsolutions.com  or call 800.868.9092.

Related Books
Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More, Grades K–6Number Talks: Helping Children Build Mental Math and Computation Strategies, Grades K–5

Good Questions for Math Teaching:  Why Ask Them and What to Ask SeriesMath Matters: Understanding the Math  You Teach, Grades K–8, Second Edition

Related Courses
Teaching Math Through Problem Solving, Good Questions, and CommunicationTalking to Learn: Communication in the Math Class

FACILITATOR’S GUIDE The 240-page guide offers twenty professional development sessions centered on video clips illustrating best  
talk practices in action. The sessions are divided into chapters that correspond to the chapters in Classroom  Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More, Grades K–6,  

Third Edition (available separately). Included in each of the sessions are activities to use in conjunction with  the video clips, reproducible handouts, discussion questions, and assignments for participants.TWO DVDs The accompanying two DVDs organize the seventy-five video clips in two ways for viewing  convenience: by chapter and by grade level. The labels on all video clips indicate the section of the  facilitator’s guide in which the clips are used. The clips range from one to fifteen minutes in length  with a total viewing time of approximately five hours.CD OF REPRODUCIBLESThe accompanying CD contains a Lesson Planning Template and two sets of reproducibles—session handouts  
and lesson plans—in printable PDF format.
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Nancy Canavan Anderson  has taught mathematics to students from kindergarten through grade eight. She has also worked as an instructor for preservice teachers and a consultant for Math Solutions. She received her doctoral degree in mathematics education from Boston University.

Suzanne H. Chapin is a professor of mathematics education at Boston University. She is interested in mathematics curricula, the education of the gifted, and how to further  the mathematics achievement of  economically disadvantaged students. Over the past twenty-five years, Chapin has directed many projects and written many books  in these areas. 

Catherine O’Connor is a professor in linguistics and education at Boston University. She works with teachers and researchers to study language use in classrooms.
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Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support Professional 
Learning of Discourse and the Common Core provides preservice and inservice 
instructors, coaches, and facilitators with real, classroom-based video examples that 
illustrate the principles and practices covered in the authors’ best-selling book,  

Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common 
Core and More, Grades K–6, Third Edition. Ideally, the three components— facilitator’s guide, 
DVDs, and teacher’s guide—are used together. The video examples demonstrate how the talk 
tools described in the book can be used successfully in typical classrooms. 

This multimedia professional learning resource offers
• 75 video clips, totaling five hours of video filmed in actual grades K–6 classrooms;
• 20 sessions, totaling thirty to forty hours of professional development experiences;
• 12 lesson plans aligned to Common Core State Standards; and
• more than twenty ready-to-use reproducible handouts.

About the Authors
In my view, the third edition of Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using 
Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More (Chapin, O’Connor, and Anderson 
2013) is the single best book available for learning about and implementing academically  
productive talk in the classroom. And now, with the companion facilitator’s guide, DVDs, 
and CD package—Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support  
Professional Learning of Discourse and the Common Core—there is nothing comparable.

— Sarah Michaels, professor of education and senior research scholar at the 
 Jacob Hiatt Center for Urban Education, Clark University, Worcester, MA

Did You Know?
At Math Solutions, we’ve been
transforming math instruction for
almost thirty years. Now the same
strategies and methods we use for
developing student proficiency are
embodied in the Common Core.

Learn More: Visit mathsolutions.com  
or call 800.868.9092.

Related Books
Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s 
Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the 
Common Core and More, Grades K–6

Number Talks: Helping Children Build 
Mental Math and Computation Strategies, 
Grades K–5

Good Questions for Math Teaching:  
Why Ask Them and What to Ask Series

Math Matters: Understanding the Math  
You Teach, Grades K–8, Second Edition

Related Courses
Teaching Math Through Problem Solving, 
Good Questions, and Communication

Talking to Learn: Communication in the 
Math Class

FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 
The 240-page guide offers twenty professional development sessions centered 
on video clips illustrating best  
talk practices in action. The sessions are divided into chapters that correspond to 
the chapters in Classroom  
Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Com-
mon Core and More, Grades K–6,  
Third Edition (available separately). Included in each of the sessions are 
activities to use in conjunction with  
the video clips, reproducible handouts, discussion questions, and assign-
ments for participants.

TWO DVDs 
The accompanying two DVDs organize the seventy-five video clips in two ways 
for viewing  
convenience: by chapter and by grade level. The labels on all video clips indi-
cate the section of the  
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Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support Professional 
Learning of Discourse and the Common Core provides preservice and inservice 
instructors, coaches, and facilitators with real, classroom-based video examples that 
illustrate the principles and practices covered in the authors’ best-selling book,  

Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common 
Core and More, Grades K–6, Third Edition. Ideally, the three components— facilitator’s guide, 
DVDs, and teacher’s guide—are used together. The video examples demonstrate how the talk 
tools described in the book can be used successfully in typical classrooms. 

This multimedia professional learning resource offers
• 75 video clips, totaling five hours of video filmed in actual grades K–6 classrooms;
• 20 sessions, totaling thirty to forty hours of professional development experiences;
• 12 lesson plans aligned to Common Core State Standards; and
• more than twenty ready-to-use reproducible handouts.

About the AuthorsIn my view, the third edition of Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using 
Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More (Chapin, O’Connor, and Anderson 
2013) is the single best book available for learning about and implementing academically  
productive talk in the classroom. And now, with the companion facilitator’s guide, DVDs, 
and CD package—Classroom Discussions in Math: A Facilitator’s Guide to Support  
Professional Learning of Discourse and the Common Core—there is nothing comparable.

— Sarah Michaels, professor of education and senior research scholar at the 
 Jacob Hiatt Center for Urban Education, Clark University, Worcester, MA

Did You Know?
At Math Solutions, we’ve been
transforming math instruction for
almost thirty years. Now the same
strategies and methods we use for
developing student proficiency are
embodied in the Common Core.

Learn More: Visit mathsolutions.com  
or call 800.868.9092.

Related Books
Classroom Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s 
Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the 
Common Core and More, Grades K–6

Number Talks: Helping Children Build 
Mental Math and Computation Strategies, 
Grades K–5

Good Questions for Math Teaching:  
Why Ask Them and What to Ask Series

Math Matters: Understanding the Math  
You Teach, Grades K–8, Second Edition

Related Courses
Teaching Math Through Problem Solving, 
Good Questions, and Communication

Talking to Learn: Communication in the 
Math Class

FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 
The 240-page guide offers twenty professional development sessions centered on video clips illustrating best  
talk practices in action. The sessions are divided into chapters that correspond to the chapters in Classroom  
Discussions in Math: A Teacher’s Guide for Using Talk Moves to Support the Common Core and More, Grades K–6,  
Third Edition (available separately). Included in each of the sessions are activities to use in conjunction with  
the video clips, reproducible handouts, discussion questions, and assignments for participants.

TWO DVDs 
The accompanying two DVDs organize the seventy-five video clips in two ways for viewing  
convenience: by chapter and by grade level. The labels on all video clips indicate the section of the  
facilitator’s guide in which the clips are used. The clips range from one to fifteen minutes in length  
with a total viewing time of approximately five hours.

CD OF REPRODUCIBLES
The accompanying CD contains a Lesson Planning Template and two sets of reproducibles—session handouts  
and lesson plans—in printable PDF format.
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Nancy Canavan Anderson  has taught mathematics to students from kindergarten through grade eight. She has also worked as an instructor for preservice teachers and a consultant for Math Solutions. She received her doctoral degree in mathematics education from Boston University.

Suzanne H. Chapin is a professor of mathematics education at Boston University. She is interested in mathematics curricula, the education of the gifted, and how to further  the mathematics achievement of  economically disadvantaged students. Over the past twenty-five years, Chapin has directed many projects and written many books  in these areas. 

Catherine O’Connor is a professor in linguistics and education at Boston University. She works with teachers and researchers to study language use in classrooms.
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Feature Comparisons Between Classroom Discussions in Math Teacher’s Guide and Facilitator’s Guide

There are two main components of 
Classroom Discussions in Math: a 
teacher’s guide and a facilitator’s 
guide. Ideally, you would use the 
components together to maximize 
your understanding and facilitation 
of best talk practices in mathematics 
learning.


